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A.  COUNTING SKILL: Prekindergarten-aged children show 

basic counting readiness and counting by using nonverbal 

and verbal means.

PK4.A.1
Child knows that objects, or parts of an object, can be 

counted

i. places objects to be counted in a row and begins 

counting

ii. Says that the number of polka dots in a picture can be 

counted

PK4.A.2 Child uses words to rote count from 1 to 30

i. recites number words in order up to 30

ii. Recites number words in order by starting from a 

number other than "1"

PK4.A.3
Child counts 1-10 items, at a minimum, with one count per 

item

i. moves, touches, and/or points to each object while 

counting, using one to one correspondence 

ii. Knows that each finger represents one count (2 fingers 

represent 2 counts; 3 fingers represent 3 counts, etc.)

PK4.A.4
Child demonstrates that the order of the counting sequence 

is always the same, regardless of what is counted

      i. demonstrates the counting sequence when counting 

does not change (When counting a set of 3 bears, counts 

1,2,3….Then when counting 3 monkeys, counts 1,2,3…). 

     ii. demonstrates counting sequence using puppets and 

with songs      

PK4.A.5
Child counts up to 10 items, and demonstrates that the last 

count indicates how many items were counted

PK4.A.6
Child demonstrates understanding that when counting, the 

items can be chosen in any order

Quarter Developmentally Appropriate Practices/Best Practices
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i. counts 2-10 objects in different orders (left to right; 

right to left; top to bottom; bottom to top; etc.)

ii. counts objects that were placed in a container and 

dumped to form a set of randomly placed items on the 

table

PK4.A.7 Child uses the verbal ordinal terms

i. uses ordinal numbers (first, second, third, fourth, fifth) 

to count objects

ii. uses ordinal numbers to describe the order of what 

happened in a short story, including the "next" and "last" 

event in the story

iii. Points to card when asked, "Which card is fourth?"; 

"Which card is fifth?"   

PK4.A.8
Child verbally identifies, without counting, the number of 

objects from 1 to 5

i. looks at a set of 1-5 objects and quickly says the 

number of objects without counting

ii. looks at two separate groups of objects without 

counting and says which group has more, less, or equal 

numbers

iii. uses the words "equal", "more", "less", "fewer" to 

describe sets of up to 5 objects

PK4.A.9 Child recognizes one-digit numerals, 0-9

i. says the number name for numerals from 0 to 9 that 

are written on paper, cards, game pieces

ii. separates cards that have printed numerals from 

other cards with printed letters   

B.  ADDING TO/TAKING AWAY SKILLS: Prekindergarten 

children use informal and formal strategies to make a 

collection larger or smaller. This includes teacher modeling 

to children a mathematical behavior and asking the 

children to do the same.

PK4.B.1
Child uses concrete models or makes a verbal word 

problem for adding up to 5 objects
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i. creates verbal word problems (tells a story) involving 

adding

     ii. shows joining (adds) 1 more cube to a set (up to 5) 

    iii. says how they used adding one more object to solve a 

problem

PK4.B.2
Child uses concrete models or makes a verbal word 

problem for subtracting 1-5 objects from a set  

i. creates verbal word problems invloving 

subtraction

     ii. Removes objects from a set and says what is left

iii. says how they used subtraction to take away 

from a set of objects.    

PK4.B.3
Child uses informal strategies to share or divide up 

to 10 items equally

i. uses language associated with fair-sharing "one for 

me," "one for you."

ii. demonstrates sharing up to 10 items with a friend

            iii. acts out literature that shows sharing items

C.  Geometry and Spatial Sense Skills: Prekindergarten 

children recognize, describe, and name attributes of shape

PK4.C.1 Child names common shapes

i. identifies common shapes, such as circle, square, 

rectangle, triangle, and rhombus  

ii. knows the number of sides for shapes, such as circle, 

square, rectangle, triangle, and rhombus and uses 

mathematical vocabulary to describe shape pictures 

("This triangle has 3 sides and 3 corners.") 

  iii. Identifies common solids informally as balls, boxes, 

cans, and cones, then possibly using more formal 

language, sphere, cubes, cones.  
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PK4.C.2 Child creates shapes

      i. puts together shapes to make real-world objects and 

other shapes (using a square and a triangle to make a house; 

two triangles together make a square)

ii. breaks apart shapes to make real-world objects and 

other shapes (cutting a house picture into a triangle and 

a square).  

PK4.C.3

Child demonstrates use of location words (such as 

"over," "under," "above," "on," "beside," "next to," 

"between," "in front of," "near," "far," etc).  

i. follows directions when playing games like "Follow the 

Leader." 

ii. tells a friend where to find the writing paper in the 

writing center ("The paper is in front of the markers.")

     iii. acts out stories, poems, and nursery rhymes using 

prepositional words 

PK4.C.4
Child slides, flips, and turns shapes to demonstrate that 

the shapes remain the same  

i. recognizes that a shape stays the same across various 

orientations (sliding, flipping, or turning a geoblock 

shape on a table.)  

PK4.D.1
Child recognizes and compares heights or lengths of 

people or objects

i. places 2-10 objects from shortest to tallest or tallest to 

shortest on the table

    ii. uses measurement words that can describe height 

("taller", "shorter", "longer", "smaller").  

iii. uses building blocks to show that 1 long block can be 

made up of 2 or more smaller blocks.  

PK4.D.2
Child recognizes how much can be placed within an 

object. 

       i. demonstrates capacity using sand and water
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ii. compares capacity of containers by size (fills 2 or 

more different sized containers-cup, quart, etc.-places 

them from the largest to the smallest or the smallest to 

the largest).  

PK4.D.3 
Child informally recognizes and compares weights of 

objects or people

i. uses a rocker balance or see-saw scale to determine 

heavy and light objects or objects of equal weight 

     ii. describes which weighs more using mathematical terms 

(heavy, light, more than, etc).   

PK4.D.4
Child uses language to describe concepts associated with the 

passing of time.  

     i. describes the daily schedule by telling what happens 

next in the day

     ii. talks with friends about what happened yesterday, 

what is happening today, and what might happen tomorrow

iii. associates time language to describe events of the 

day ("in the morning"; "after snack"; "tomorrow"; and 

"yesterday").   

iv. uses the terms "faster and slower" to describe time or 

motion 

PK4.E.1

Child sorts objects that are the same and different into 

groups and uses language to describe how the groups 

are similar and different

i. sorts objects into groups and explains bases of 

grouping

ii. Organizes blocks and objects by a common 

attribute according to shape, size, and color and 

explains same and different

PK4.E.2
Child collects data and organizes it in a graphic 

representation

i. places concrete objects or picture representations 

on a floor graph (uses an apple or orange to show 

favorite fruit)
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ii. answers question of the week ("Do you have a 

cat?") and places a check on the yes or no graph.  

     iii. compares data on graphs or charts and uses 

mathematical language to describe data (more, less, 

same, longer, shorter, etc.)

PK4.E.3 Child recognizes and creates patterns

    i. identifies repeating patterns in nature and in the 

classroom.

ii. uses different materials to create pattern necklaces 

and contributes pictures for the pattern class book  

iii.  Recognizes repeating patterns in a predictable 

book and says the next line before turning the page 

iv. Creates a repeated pattern using different color 

blocks. 
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